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Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord, 

Greetings from the Bishop’s House. 

I take this opportunity to thank you 

for the wishes sent by some of you as 

I finished 27 years as a priest in the 

vineyard of the Lord. As I look back, 

I thank God for His love and mercy.  
 

June is the month of beginnings for 

various reasons  beginning of Cate-

chism classes in the parishes, begin-

ning of the academic year, beginning 

of the seminary academics, etc. We 

shall start all these with meticulous 

planning. This year we are blessed 

with 8 Candidates to priesthood, who 

will begin their seminary sojourn on 

the 1 June 2024 at the Holy Cross 

Orientation Centre, Shirwad. 

 

Let me also take this opportunity to 

thank the Managers, the staff, the stu-

dents and parents of the students for 

their outstanding performance in 

SSLC and PUC this year in all our 

schools and colleges both the dioce-

san and those run by the religious. We 

wish them all the best in the coming 

academic year. 

 

 

I have started administering the sac-

rament of Confirmation in the par-

ishes. I was happy indeed to see that 

the liturgy was well prepared in the 

parishes as also the preparation of 

children for the reception of the sac-

rament of confirmation. Those of 

you who would like to have confir-

mation in their parishes may begin 

the preparation for the children and 

help clear the backlog by the end of 

this year. 
 

Dear fathers and sisters, I request 

you to take cognisance of the events 

to be conducted in the month of 

June. Kindly ensure your participa-

tion and that of the laity for the con-

cerned programs. The Director of 

the Diocesan Pastoral Centre and 

concerned Commission Directors 

will notify you of the programs be-

ing held for various categories of 

people at the Deanery or Diocesan 

levels. 

Thanking you and with warm re-

gards. Sincerely yours in the Lord, 

 

 

 
+ Duming Dias 

“Turn your parishes 

into a place from 

which the baptized 

set out as missionary 

disciples. Your minis-

try must suit to the 

needs of the synodal 

a n d  m i s s i o n a r y 

church”.  

            

        Pope Francis  

Intention of  Pope  Francis  for the month of June  

“For migrants fleeing their homes” 

We pray that migrants fleeing from war or hunger, forced to undertake  

journeys full of danger and violence, find welcome and new opportunities  

in the countries that receive them.  
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1. Synopsis of the letter of Pope Fran-

cis to the Parish Priests 

 

The service and dedication of the parish priests 

have been the strength and support of the 

Catholic Church all over. You sow the seeds of 

Gospel in different kinds of soil. You serve the 

faithful in different physical and spiritual con-

ditions. The Synodal church needs parish 

priests. Path of Synodality is the path which 

God expects us to walk in the third millennium.  

 

The Church becomes synodal if only the par-

ishes are synodal. The Parish Priests need to 

make their parish as being of service to the 

mission in the society, family life and work 

place etc... and not just establishing an organi-

zation set up. Turn your parishes into a place 

from which the baptized set out as missionary 

disciples. Your ministry must suit to the needs 

of the synodal and missionary church. Procla-

mation of the Word and gathering the commu-

nity for the breaking of the bread is at the core 

of this ministry. 

 

The following three suggestions would inspire 

your lifestyle and activity as pastors in building 

the synodal and missionary church. 
 

1. Live out your specific ministerial charism in 

ever greater service to the varied gifts that 

spirit sows in the people of God. Hence dis-

cover and respect the charismatic gifts of the 

laity. 
 

2. A conversion of the spirit is of paramount 

importance to practice the art of communal dis-

cernment. Discernment is a key element in 

your pastoral ministry 
 

3. Do everything in a spirit of sharing and fra-

ternity among yourselves and your Bishop. 

You cannot foster communion and participa-

tion in your parish community unless you live 

out those realities among yourselves. 

 

Be the missionaries of synodality among 

yourselves. 

 

 

2. FEASTS  & SOLEMNITIES 

 

June 2: Corpus Christi 
 

Corpus Christi is  a Solemnity that honours 

the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the Holy 

Eucharist. On this day, we remember the sac-

rifice of Christ's body and blood, poured out 

for us on the cross, and we celebrate the gift 

of his presence in our midst. We are re-

minded of the mystery of the Eucharist, 

where bread and wine become the body and 

blood of Christ, nourishing us spiritually and 

sustaining us on our journey of faith.  

 

As we progress with the Blessed Sacrament, 

we proclaim to the world our faith in the 

Eucharist and our unity as the Body of 

Christ. We honour the sacrifice of Christ's 

body and blood, and we celebrate the gift of 

his presence in our lives. Let us adore the 

Body and Blood of Christ, and may this feast 

inspire us to deepen our devotion to the 

Eucharist. May we always cherish the gift of 

Christ's presence in our lives, and may we be 

transformed by the power of his love.  
 
 

June 7: The Most Sacred Heart of 

Jesus : The Sacred Heart of Jesus is a sym-

bol of God's infinite love for humanity. It 

represents the depth of Jesus' passion and 

devotion to us, and the immense sacrifice He 

made on the cross.  

Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is a 

powerful way to deepen our faith and rela-

tionship with God. It reminds us of the im-

portance of living a life of love, compassion, 

and mercy, and invites us to imitate the Heart 

of Jesus in our own lives.  

 

The Sacred Heart of Jesus promises to bless 

those who honour Him with greater love for 

God and neighbour. Peace and consolation in 

times of trouble, courage and strength in the 

face of adversity, forgiveness and mercy for 

our sins and a deeper understanding of  
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God's infinite love for us. As we reflect on the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, let us ask for the grace 

to love Him more fully, and to share His love 

with the world around us.  

 

June 8: The Immaculate Heart of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary   

 

Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary is a 

beautiful reminder of the unconditional love 

and devotion of our Blessed Mother. Mary's 

heart, immaculate and pure, is a symbol of her 

complete surrender to God's will and her un-

wavering trust in His plan. Her heart, full of 

love and compassion, was pierced by the sword 

of sorrow as she stood at the foot of the cross, 

yet she remained steadfast in her faith. 

 

Let us ask Mary to intercede for us, that our 

hearts may be like hers, pure and full of love 

for God and neighbor. May we learn from her 

example of humility, obedience, and trust, and 

may we always seek to do God's will in our 

lives.  

 

As we celebrate this feast, let us renew our 

consecration to Mary's Immaculate Heart, and 

may we be blessed with the grace of her mater-

nal love and protection.  

 

June 13: St Antony of Padua 
 

St. Antony of Padua is a saint known for his 

unwavering dedication to the Gospel and his 

tireless efforts to spread the message of God's 

love. St. Antony's life was marked by his pas-

sion for preaching, his love for the poor and the 

marginalized, and his remarkable gift for find-

ing lost items. But beyond these outward signs 

of his holiness, St. Antony's greatest virtue was 

his deep humility and his willingness to listen 

to the whispers of the Holy Spirit.  

 

As we reflect on St. Antony's life and legacy, 

let us be inspired by his example to: Preach 

the Gospel with courage and conviction. 

Serve the poor and the marginalized with 

compassion and love. Listen to the whispers 

of the Holy Spirit in our own lives. Cultivate 

humility and a willingness to serve.  

 

May St. Antony's intercession guide us on 

our own journey of faith, and may we be 

blessed with the gift of finding what we seek 

- not just physical objects, but also spiritual 

treasures like wisdom, peace, and eternal life.  

 

3. CHRONICLES  

 

The Feast of the Pentecost 

On May 18-19,2024, the Diocese of Karwar 

celebrated the Feast of the Pentecost with a 

night vigil at Our Lady of Assumption Ca-

thedral, organized by the Diocesan Service 

Communion. The vigil ran from 9 PM to 5 

AM, featuring the Rosary, praise and wor-

ship, talks on the Holy Spirit, the Divine 

Mercy Chaplet, and the Sacrament of Recon-

ciliation.  

 

The event concluded with a Holy Spirit out-

pouring Mass led by Bishop Duming Dias. 

The well-attended vigil, involving Clergy, 

Religious, and Seminarians, fostered deep 

spiritual engagement and communal unity. 

 

Ordination to the Diaconate 

On May 22, 2024, Holy Cross Church in 

Shirwad, Karwar, celebrated the ordination 

of three brothers—Anil Rodrigues, Francis 

Fernandes, and Milton Souza as deacons by 

Bishop Duming Dias. The event highlighted 

their dedication to their spiritual vocation, 

supported by their families and communities.  
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The ceremony included a homily by Bishop 

Dias on the significance of divine calling and 

service, and concluded with a felicitation pro-

gram and communal meal.  

 

Seminary Candidates 

 

On May 22, 2024, the Diocese of Karwar wit-

nessed a remarkable event as eight new candi-

dates expressed their desire to join the semi-

nary. This surge in interest comes after several 

years of minimal enrollment.  

 

The bishop conducted individual interviews 

with each candidate to evaluate their suitability 

and commitment to the vocation. Following 

these thorough assessments, all eight candi-

dates were successfully promoted to the minor 

seminary. This notable increase in interest is a 

hopeful sign for the future of the seminary and 

the religious life in the diocese. 

 

Jubilee 2025 with Vatican-II 

 

The Diocese of Karwar, in preparation for the 

Jubilee 2025, has conducted  a comprehensive 

study of the Vatican II Documents.  Respond-

ing to Pope Francis' call for all Christians to 

study and apply these teachings, the Diocesan 

Kristaprabha YouTube Channel has been circu-

lating Konkani versions of these studies in 

various formats.  

 

The brief explanations provided by the priests 

and in-depth videos that are forthcoming have 

been the result of extensive research. We en-

courage everyone to find time to listen to these 

insightful talks, as they are rich in content and 

offer profound understanding of the Vatican II 

teachings. 

 

4. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Catechism Classes in Parishes 

 

As informed by the DPC Director, the Sun-

day Catechism classes shall begin from 2 

June, 2024. On this occasion, a short mean-

ingful inauguration may be planned to em-

phasize the aspect of Faith Formation. 

An enrichment seminar is organized for the 

catechism teachers and liturgical animators 

on 23 June, 2024 at 9am to 2.30pm at Pra-

thibhodaya. This is exclusively for Honavar, 

Kumta &  Bhatkal deaneries. Other deanery 

seminars will be fixed after meeting the 

deans during clergy meeting. 

The National Catechetical Commission Delhi 

is surveying the total no of catechism stu-

dents and teachers involved in the ministry. 

Hence we have included a module, Please 

bring it duly filled and submit it in the DPC 

office when you come for the clergy meeting. 

 

Solemnity Corpus Christi  

 

It is to  be celebrated as Day of the EMHC 

members, The day could be augmented by 

Recollection and confessions. The Liturgical 

Commission will announce the dates of dean-

ery wise EMHC renewal programs  
 

Clergy Meeting 

 

We shall have the Clergy Meeting beginning 

in the evening of 11 June 2024 and shall con-

clude with the lunch, next day. Meeting be-

gins with Vespers on Tuesday 11 th 2024 at 

7pm and ends on Wednesday with the lunch. 

The resource persons from the National Cate-

chetical Commission, New Delhi will con-

duct a seminar on the Adult Catechesis in the 

Parishes. The spiritual responsibility is of the 

Kumta Deanery. Please prepare well. 
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Ministers of Holy Communion 

 

This training is scheduled  on 15 and 16 June 

2024 at the Bishop's House. All the sisters 

identified by the Parish Priests and already in-

volved in this ministry shall participate. Hand 

over the list of participants to Fr Nirmal when 

you come for the clergy meeting.  

 

Superiors who would  expose the Blessed Sac-

rament in the convent for the purpose of adora-

tion, have to bring a written request addressed 

to  the Bishop and submit it to the DPC regis-

tration counter and obtain a written permission 

from the Bishop. 

 

Diocesan Commission Directors' 

Meeting 

 

 

The Diocesan Commission Directors will meet 

on evening of 24 June 2024 at 5pm and con-

clude with lunch on 25 June 2024 at the 

Bishop's House. 

 
 

Laity Sunday  

 

Laity Sunday is celebrated on 30 June, 2024. 

We need laity to take upon responsibility as the 

members of the  Church as well as in the soci-

ety. We may not have highly educated laity but 

we do have committed leaders.  

 

Let us  make tuse of this  opportunity to edu-

cate them. Liturgy of the day will be sent to 

you by the Laity Commission. 
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II  PUC  Results 

College Science Com Arts Overall 

Anand Ashram PU 

College, Bhatkal. 

98 100 - 99% 

St. Joseph's P.U. Col-

lege, Karwar. 

99 93 - 97% 

Holy Rosary P.U Col-

lege, Honavar. 

95 97 - 96% 

JMJ Junior College for 

Girls, Sirsi. 

92 93 - 93% 

Nirmal Women's P.U 

College, Kumta 

96 90 - 93% 

Loyola Composite 

College, Mundgod 

60 97 99 86% 

Tenth Standard Results  

Anand Ashram Convent High School, Bhatkal 100% 

Arogya Matha High School, Gundibala,Honavar 100% 

Asha Niketan Special School, Karwar 100% 

Holy Rosary High School, Yellapur 100% 

JMJ High School, Sirsi 100% 

Little Flower High School, Siddapur 100% 

S.F.S. High School, Kodani,  Honavar 100% 

St. Anthony's  High School, Sirsi 100% 

St. Joseph's English High School , Karwar 100% 

St. Michael's Convent High School, Karwar 100% 

Nirmala Convent High School, Kumta. 99% 

St. Joseph's High School, Karwar 99% 

Milagres English High School, Haliyal 98% 

St. Michael's Convent High School, Dandeli 97% 

Sacred Heart Convent High School, Sadashivgad 96% 

Holy Rosary Convent High School, Honavar 95% 

Nirmala Hridaya High School, Ankola 95% 

Loyola High School, Mundgod 94% 

Nirmala Rani High School, Sunkeri, Karwar 94% 

Ave Maria Convent High School, Sirsi 93% 

Mother Teresa High School, Yellapur 88% 

Mazzarello Convent High School, Kasarkod 87% 

Carmel High School, Haliyal 77% 

5. RESULTS-2024 



 

 

6. BISHOP’S ITINERARY 

 

In the month of June 

 

1: Meeting with the Family Commission, 

Bishop's House. 

2:  Confirmation, Upper Kasarakod 

Catechism Classes begin in  

the    parishes 

3:  Meeting with Diocesan Service  

 Commission  

 Inauguration of Minor Seminary  

 Academic Year 

9: St Anthony's Feast, TC Palya 

11: Meeting with Women Commission 

Members, Bishop’s House 

11-12:  Clergy Meeting, Bishop's House  

13:  St Anthony Feast, Ternamakki 

15:  Inauguration of Academic Year,  

 St Joseph's P U College, Karwar. 

15-16 Training for Extraordinary Ministers of 

Holy Communion 

16:  Marriage Enrichment Program,  

 Prathibodhaya 

17: Episcopal Ordination, Goa 

22: Holy Mass at Holy Rosary High 

School, Yellapura 

23:  Catechism Teachers' Training,       

 Pratibodhaya  

 

 

 

 

 

24: Meeting of KDES  

Meeting of KDDC 

24-25: Meeting with Commission Directors, 

Bishop's House 

29:   St Peter's Pontifical Seminary,  

 Bangalore 

 
 

 7. BIRTHDAYS 

 

In the month of June 
 

01: Gnana Prakash Rao 

 Thomas Fernandes 

02:  Cyprian Kumar Silva 

05: Reginald Pinto 

08: Cyril D'Souza 

 Heriberto de Leon 

16: Cyril Fernandes 

17:  Johnson Fernandes 

 Sandesh Fernandes (S.D.B.) 

18:  Lancy Rodrigues 

 Mark Serrao 

 Johnson Lopes 

 Thomas Cahill (M.J) 

19:  Anil Walter D'Mello 

20:  Baptist Gomes 

21:  Reagan Fernandes 

22:  William Rasquinha 

24: Santosh Noronha 

27: Roshan D'Souza 
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                                CARLO   ACUTIS   

Carlo Acutis (3 May 1991–12 October 2006) was an Italian website 

designer who documented Eucharistic miracles, approved Marian 

apparitions and catalogued both on a website he designed before his 

death from leukaemia. Acutis was noted for his cheerfulness, com-

puter skills, and deep devotion to the Eucharist, which became a 

core theme of his life. He was beatified by Pope Francis on 10 Octo-

ber 2020.  

On 23 May 2024, Pope Francis recognized a second miracle  at-

tributed to Acutis's intercession, clearing the way for the 

first canonization of a millennial in the Catholic Church. 


